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April 20, 2018 
Contact:  Ryan Mielke 
Director of Public Affairs 
(915) 521-7656  rmielke@umcelpaso.org  
(915) 493-5235 

 

Press Release: 
                   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

   
 

 

MEMORIAL FUND ANNOUNCED FOR FAMILY 

OF MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT  
 EL PASO, Texas – A memorial fund has been set up by UMC Foundation for the family of 
Jonathan Benko, a student at El Paso's Parkland Middle School.   

Jonathan was struck by a car this morning outside of his school, was transported to University 
Medical Center of El Paso and did not survive. Jonathan's mother, Ashley, works as a 
Registered Nurse in UMC's Emergency Department. His uncle, Michael Benko, is also an 
employee at UMC, where he works as a Respiratory Therapist. 

“All of us at UMC are heartbroken by the loss of a child belonging to one of our Associates, 
especially a child as young as Jonathan,” said Jacob Cintron, UMC President & CEO. “As a father 
I can only imagine how hard this must be for Ashley and her family. She is also one of our 
family at UMC. Our support, thoughts and prayers are with her and her family throughout this 
difficult time.” 

Contributions to the family can be made online or by check. Contributions by check should be 
mailed to:  

 UMC Foundation 

 C/O Jonathan Benko Fund 

 1400 Hardaway, Ste. 220 

 El Paso, TX, 79903 

Contributions paid online can be made at: 

Click: Jonathan Benko Memorial Fund or www.umcfoundationelpaso.org/jonathanbenkomemorialfund 

According to Dennece Knight, Director of UMC Foundation, Mt. Carmel Funeral Home has 
agreed to donate funeral services to the family.  
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About UMC:  For more than 100 years, University Medical Center of El Paso (UMC) has been providing 
exceptional, high quality care for the entire El Paso region. As El Paso’s only not-for-profit, community 
owned hospital and healthcare system, UMC is home to the region’s only Level I Trauma Center as we;; 
as the region’s only Level 1 Stroke Center. UMC’s mission is to enhance the health and wellness of the 
El Paso community by making high quality, affordable healthcare services accessible to all, while 
providing healthcare-related education, research and innovation.  Our CARES Values:  Community – 
Accountability – Respect – Excellence – Safety. 

 

For more UMC News, go to:  http://www.umcelpaso.org (News Releases) 
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